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1. Introduction 
Quotestream RTD functionality allows you to stream dynamic, real-time quote data to MS Excel 

spreadsheets in the Windows operating system.  

 

This powerful tool greatly extends your control, whether you simply prefer to view live market 

data in a spreadsheet or wish to perform specialized calculations and use specific Excel 

features such as charting, data aggregation, conditional formatting, macros, etc. As data 

updates on the Quotestream desktop, the same data is updated in your spreadsheet in real-

time.  

 

With Quotestream RTD, you can track a wide range of stock market statistics in your Excel 

sheets.  

 

You can get everything from stock quotes (last price, volume, change, bid, ask) to statistics 

(52-week high, 52-week low) and valuation parameters (earnings per share, PE ratios, dividend 

yields) using more than a hundred easy-to-use custom Excel functions.  

 

Currently, you can stream up to 500 symbols simultaneously. 

 

2. How to use Quotestream RTD 

2.1. Installing the plugin 
1. Download the latest version here http://www.quotestreampro.com/RTDdocs/. 

2. Double click on the downloaded file and follow the process to complete the 

install. 

3. Now, when you open Excel, you should see a new Quotestream Tab in the 

Excel's menu.  

 

Quotestream Desktop must run in the background while using Quotestream 
RTD functions 
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3. Using the menu 

3.1. Functions menu group 
The functions menu group provides a point-and-click interface to interact with the 
functions and return the results in Excel. An Excel's in-built function wizard will 
open at the click of these buttons with a default symbol. In addition, these buttons 
help to understand each function's arguments easier.  
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3.2. Streaming Menu Group 

 

3.2.1. Refresh All button 
This button will refresh the connection with the Quotestream Desktop 
application and restarts streaming the data.  

Default Symbol: The point and click buttons in the functions tab insert a default symbol. The 
default symbol for stocks is “MSFT:US”. And for Options, the default is an “MSFT” Call option 
expiring next Friday. The default symbol can be changed to the ticker of your choice. 
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3.2.2. Streaming On/Off button 
The "Streaming On/Off" button can switch off the streaming or turn it back on. 
The quotes will keep updating the live price when the streaming is on. If you 
switch it off, the cells will show the last recorded price before streaming was 
turned off.  This functionality is useful when taking a snapshot of the 
spreadsheet.  

 

4. Creating Formulas Manually 
Functions can also be inserted into the spreadsheet manually using the format 
=qsDataPoint(“Symbol”).  For example, =qsAskSize("MSFT:US").  Please refer to 7. List of 
all Functions. 
 

5. Templates 
Our templates provide a way to see the functions working without creating a sheet. In 
addition, Quotestream RTD offers templates that address specific use cases. Click on the 
Template button on the Quotestream RTD menu to download these templates. 
 

5.1. Live Watchlist 
This template helps you to track all the Stocks in your Watchlist, just enter your data in 
the orange area and the template will calculate all the metrics automatically. 

 
  



 

   
Quotestream Rtd Documentation 6 QuoteMedia, Inc. 

 
 

5.2. Options Tracking 
This template helps you track the option symbols in your watchlist. Just enter your 
data in the orange area and it will automatically populate the sheet with the 
corresponding values related to option trading and analysis. 

 
 
 

5.3. Portfolio Tracking 
This template helps you keep a track of all the stocks in your portfolio. Just enter your 
data in the orange area and it will automatically populate the sheet with useful 
information related to portfolio management. 
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6. Convert Option Symbol 

 
 

We have included the functionality to convert option symbols from various formats such as – 

E-Trade, Think Or Swim, Yahoo Finance, Charles Schwab, and many more to QuoteMedia 

(Quotestream) format.  To use this functionality  

a. Enter the option symbol in a cell. 

b. Click on the convert option symbol tab on the menu bar. 

c. Select “To QuoteMedia format”. 

 

7. List of all functions 
Name Syntax Category 

Ask Price =qsAskPrice("Symbol:US") Quotes 
Ask Size =qsAskSize("Symbol:US") Quotes 
Bid Price =qsBidPrice("Symbol:US") Quotes 
Bid Size =qsBidSize("Symbol:US") Quotes 
Change =qsChange("Symbol:US") Quotes 
Close Price =qsClosePrice("Symbol:US") Quotes 
High =qsHigh("Symbol:US") Quotes 
Last Price =qsLastPrice("Symbol:US") Quotes 
Last Trade Size =qsLastTradeSize("Symbol:US") Quotes 
Last Trade Time =qsLastTradeTime("Symbol:US") Quotes 
Low =qsLow("Symbol:US") Quotes 
Open Price =qsOpenPrice("Symbol:US") Quotes 
Percent Change =qsPercentChange("Symbol:US") Quotes 
Post Market Change =qsPostMarketChange("Symbol:US") Quotes 
Post Market Last =qsPostMarketLast("Symbol:US") Quotes 
Post Market Percent Change =qsPostMarketPercentChange("Symbol:US") Quotes 
Post Market Trade Time =qsPostMarketTradeTime("Symbol:US") Quotes 
Pre Market Change =qsPreMarketChange("Symbol:US") Quotes 
Pre Market Last =qsPreMarketLast("Symbol:US") Quotes 
Pre Market Percent Change =qsPreMarketPercentChange("Symbol:US") Quotes 
Pre Market Trade Time =qsPreMarketTradeTime("Symbol:US") Quotes 
Previous Close =qsPreviousClose("Symbol:US") Quotes 
Tick =qsTick("Symbol:US") Quotes 
Trade Value =qsTradeValue("Symbol:US") Quotes 
TRIV =qsTRIV("Symbol:US") Quotes 
   
Average Volume 10 Day =qsAverageVolume10Day("Symbol:US") Volume 
Average Volume 100 Day =qsAverageVolume100Day("Symbol:US") Volume 
Average Volume 20 Day =qsAverageVolume20Day("Symbol:US") Volume 
Average Volume 30 Day =qsAverageVolume30Day("Symbol:US") Volume 
Average Volume 365 Day =qsAverageVolume365Day("Symbol:US") Volume 
Average Volume 50 Day =qsAverageVolume50Day("Symbol:US") Volume 
Average Volume 90 Day =qsAverageVolume90Day("Symbol:US") Volume 
Post Market Volume =qsPostMarketVolume("Symbol:US") Volume 
Pre Market Volume =qsPreMarketVolume("Symbol:US") Volume 
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Tick Volume =qsTickVolume("Symbol:US") Volume 
Volume =qsVolume("Symbol:US") Volume 
   
200 Day Moving Average =qs200DayMovingAverage("Symbol:US") Indicators 
21 Day Moving Average =qs21DayMovingAverage("Symbol:US") Indicators 
50 Day Moving Average =qs50DayMovingAverage("Symbol:US") Indicators 
Alpha =qsAlpha("Symbol:US") Indicators 
Beta =qsBeta("Symbol:US") Indicators 
RSquared =qsRSquared("Symbol:US") Indicators 
Standard Deviation =qsStandardDeviation("Symbol:US") Indicators 
TWAP =qsTWAP("Symbol:US") Indicators 
VWAP =qsVWAP("Symbol:US") Indicators 
   
Dividend =qsDividend("Symbol:US") Key Ratios 
Dividend Yield =qsYield("Symbol:US") Key Ratios 
Earnings Per Share =qsEarningsPerShare("Symbol:US") Key Ratios 
Earnings Quarter End =qsEarningsQuarterEnd("Symbol:US") Key Ratios 
Enterprise Value =qsEnterpriseValue("Symbol:US") Key Ratios 
Ex Div =qsExDiv("Symbol:US") Key Ratios 
Market Cap =qsMarketCap("Symbol:US") Key Ratios 
Next Earnings Date =qsNextEarningsDate("Symbol:US") Key Ratios 
PB Ratio =qsPBRatio("Symbol:US") Key Ratios 
PE Ratio =qsPERatio("Symbol:US") Key Ratios 
Return On Assets =qsReturnOnAssets("Symbol:US") Key Ratios 
Return On Assets LTM =qsReturnOnAssetsLTM("Symbol:US") Key Ratios 
Return On Capital =qsReturnOnCapital("Symbol:US") Key Ratios 
Return On Capital LTM =qsReturnOnCapitalLTM("Symbol:US") Key Ratios 
Return On Equity =qsReturnOnEquity("Symbol:US") Key Ratios 
Return On Equity LTM =qsReturnOnEquityLTM("Symbol:US") Key Ratios 
Return On Invested Capital 1YR =qsReturnOnInvestedCapital1YR("Symbol:US") Key Ratios 
Return On Invested Capital QTR =qsReturnOnInvestedCapitalQTR("Symbol:US") Key Ratios 
Shares Outstanding =qsSharesOutstanding("Symbol:US") Key Ratios 
   
52 Week High =qs52WeekHigh("Symbol:US") Performance 
52 Week Low =qs52WeekLow("Symbol:US") Performance 
52 Week High Date =qs52WeekHighDate("Symbol:US") Performance 
52 Week Low Date =qs52WeekLowDate("Symbol:US") Performance 
Performance 1 Month =qsPerformance1Month("Symbol:US") Performance 
Performance 1 Year =qsPerformance1Year("Symbol:US") Performance 
Performance 10 Year Annualized =qsPerformance10YearAnnualized("Symbol:US") Performance 
Performance 10 Year Cumulative =qsPerformance10YearCumulative("Symbol:US") Performance 
Performance 3 Month =qsPerformance3Month("Symbol:US") Performance 
Performance 3 Year Annualized =qsPerformance3YearAnnualized("Symbol:US") Performance 
Performance 3 Year Cumulative =qsPerformance3YearCumulative("Symbol:US") Performance 
Performance 5 Year Annualized =qsPerformance5YearAnnualized("Symbol:US") Performance 
Performance 5 Year Cumulative =qsPerformance5YearCumulative("Symbol:US") Performance 
Performance 6 Month =qsPerformance6Month("Symbol:US") Performance 
YTD Percent Change =qsYTDPercent("Symbol:US") Performance 
   
Ask Implied Volatility =qsAskImpliedVolatility("Option Symbol") Options 
Bid Implied Volatility =qsBidImpliedVolatility("Option Symbol") Options 
Delta =qsDelta("Option Symbol") Options 
Gamma =qsGamma("Option Symbol") Options 
Implied Volatility =qsImpliedVolatility("Option Symbol") Options 
Extrinsic Value =qsExtrinsicValue("Symbol:US") Options 
Intrinsic Value =qsIntrinsicValue("Symbol:US") Options 
Implied Volatility Change =qsImpliedVolatilityChange("Option Symbol ") Options 
Mark =qsMark("Symbol:US") Options 
Mark Change =qsMarkChange("Symbol:US") Options 
Previous Mark =qsPreviousMark("Symbol:US") Options 
Mark Change Percent =qsMarkChangePercent("Symbol:US") Options 
Open Interest =qsOpenInterest("Option Symbol") Options 
Option Symbol =qsOptionSymbol("Underlying Symbol", "Expiry Date", "Call or Put", "Strike Price") Options 
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Rho =qsRho("Option Symbol") Options 
Theta =qsTheta("Option Symbol") Options 
Vega =qsVega("Option Symbol") Options 
   
Currency =qsCurrency("Symbol:US") Reference 
Exchange =qsExchange("Symbol:US") Reference 
Firm Name =qsName("Symbol:US") Reference 
Industry =qsIndustry("Symbol:US") Reference 
Marketplace =qsMarketplace("Symbol:US") Reference 
Panel =qsPanel("Symbol:US") Reference 
Post =qsPost("Symbol:US") Reference 
Sector =qsSector("Symbol:US") Reference 
Short Sale Restriction =qsShortSaleRestriction("Symbol:US") Reference 
Sub Industry =qsSubIndustry("Symbol:US") Reference 
Symbol =qsSymbol() Reference 

 
 

8. System Requirements 
Quotestream RTD requires a Windows machine with MS Excel 2002 or higher. Quotestream 

RTD implementation takes advantage of the RTD (formerly DDE, "Dynamic Data Exchange") 

and OLE ("Object Linking and Embedding") compound document standards developed by 

Microsoft Corporation for MS Excel. These standards allow the creation of objects in one 

application to be linked or embedded in a second application. Embedded objects retain their 

original format and links to the application that created them.  

 

These Microsoft standards are available only in Excel 2002 and higher. Consequently, 

Quotestream RTD is supported only in these Excel versions. The Ribbon feature requires MS 

Excel 2013 or higher.  

 

9. Uninstalling the plugin 
1. Close Excel. 

2. Go to Control Panel, Add, or remove programs. 

3. Look for Quotestream RTD, select it and then click on uninstall. 

4. Download the latest version. 

5. Double click on the downloaded file and follow the process to complete the install. 

6. Now, when you open Excel, you should see a new Quotestream Tab showing in the 

Excel's menu.  
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10. Troubleshooting 

10.1. Quotestream RTD menu does not show up in Excel  
In case you see no menu in Excel for Quotestream RTD, it may have been disabled. To enable 

he plugin, go to File>>Options>> Add-ins>> COM Add-ins and if you have Quotestream RTD 

disabled there then enable it. If this does not solve it try installing it again as an administrator 

by downloading the .msi file from the email that you received. Alternatively, you can also try to 

repair your Microsoft Excel. To repair Microsoft Excel, follow these steps: Go to Control Panel> 

Programs Right-click on Microsoft Office/ Microsoft Excel> Select Change A pop-up will 

appear. Click on repair and follow the steps further. 

10.2. All functions return #NAME error in Excel 
#NAME error in Excel shows up when Excel does not recognize the functions. Typically, a 

reinstall of the Quotestream RTD plugin will resolve this issue.  

 

If you are using Office 365, make sure that the MS Office is “Fully Installed” on your Windows 

machine. To check if MS Office is “Fully Installed”, check if any line item exists in Control 

Panel>Add Or Remove Programs list. If there is no entry for Office in this list, please go to 

Office.com and install Excel on your machine and then install Quotestream RTD again.   

10.3. Cannot connect to Quotestream RTD server 
For the RTD functions to work, ensure that the bitness of your Excel matches the bitness of the 

Quotestream Desktop. So, if you have 64 Bit Excel, use the 64-bit version of the Quotestream 

desktop, and if you have 32-bit Excel, use the 32-bit Quotestream desktop.  

 

To check which bitness of Excel, Select the File tab from the Excel ribbon, select Account, and 

then About Excel. 

 

Also, make sure that the Quotestream desktop is running in the background. 

10.4. The tick data does not color my cell results (Office 2010) 
The default behavior of application is designed such that if you are using Office 2010 or below 

then the Excel cells will not change colors to red of green font on the basis of previous ticks.  
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For further product and application support, please use our Online Support Center at 

https://www.quotemedia.com/contact, email us at support@quotemedia.com, or call us at: 1-

877-367-5970. Our staff will be happy to assist you between the hours of 9:00 AM to 7:30 PM 

Eastern (6:00 AM to 4:30 PM Pacific), Monday to Friday. 

 


